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Owner’s Manual
Bedienungsanleitung
Mode d’emploi
Manual de instrucciones

POWERED SUBWOOFERMSR800W
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The above warning is located on the rear of the unit.

Explanation of Graphical Symbols
The lightning flash with arrowhead symbol 
within an equilateral triangle is intended to 
alert the user to the presence of uninsulated 
“dangerous voltage” within the product’s 
enclosure that may be of sufficient magnitude 
to constitute a risk of electric shock to 
persons.

The exclamation point within an equilateral 
triangle is intended to alert the user to the 
presence of important operating and 
maintenance (servicing) instructions in the 
literature accompanying the product.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS
1 Read these instructions.
2 Keep these instructions.
3 Heed all warnings.
4 Follow all instructions.
5 Do not use this apparatus near water.
6 Clean only with dry cloth.
7 Do not block any ventilation openings. Install in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
8 Do not install near any heat sources such as 

radiators, heat registers, stoves, or other apparatus 
(including amplifiers) that produce heat.

9 Do not defeat the safety purpose of the polarized or 
grounding-type plug. A polarized plug has two blades 
with one wider than the other. A grounding type plug 
has two blades and a third grounding prong. The wide 
blade or the third prong are provided for your safety. If 
the provided plug does not fit into your outlet, consult 
an electrician for replacement of the obsolete outlet.

10 Protect the power cord from being walked on or 
pinched particularly at plugs, convenience 
receptacles, and the point where they exit from the 
apparatus.

11 Only use attachments/accessories specified by the 
manufacturer.

12 Use only with the cart, stand, 
tripod, bracket, or table 
specified by the manufacturer, 
or sold with the apparatus. 
When a cart is used, use 
caution when moving the cart/
apparatus combination to avoid 
injury from tip-over.

13 Unplug this apparatus during lightning storms or 
when unused for long periods of time.

14 Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel. 
Servicing is required when the apparatus has been 
damaged in any way, such as power-supply cord or 
plug is damaged, liquid has been spilled or objects 
have fallen into the apparatus, the apparatus has been 
exposed to rain or moisture, does not operate 
normally, or has been dropped.

(98-6500)

• This applies only to products distributed by Yamaha-Kemble Music (U.K.) Ltd. (3 wires)

CAUTION: TO REDUCE THE RISK OF 
ELECTRIC SHOCK, DO NOT REMOVE 

COVER (OR BACK). NO USER-SERVICEABLE 
PARTS INSIDE. REFER SERVICING TO 

QUALIFIED SERVICE PERSONNEL.

CAUTION

RISK OF ELECTRIC SHOCK
DO NOT OPEN

WARNING
TO REDUCE THE RISK OF FIRE OR ELECTRIC SHOCK, DO NOT EXPOSE THIS APPARATUS TO RAIN OR 
MOISTURE.

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM
Connecting the Plug and Cord

WARNING: THIS APPARATUS MUST BE EARTHED
IMPORTANT.  The wires in this mains lead are coloured in accordance with the following code:

GREEN-AND-YELLOW : EARTH
BLUE : NEUTRAL
BROWN : LIVE

As the colours of the wires in the mains lead of this apparatus may not correspond with the coloured markings identifying the terminals in 
your plug proceed as follows:
The wire which is coloured GREEN-and-YELLOW must be connected to the terminal in the plug which is marked by the letter E or by the 
safety earth symbol  or colored GREEN or GREEN-and-YELLOW.
The wire which is coloured BLUE must be connected to the terminal which is marked with the letter N or coloured BLACK.
The wire which is coloured BROWN must be connected to the terminal which is marked with the letter L or coloured RED.
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Thank you for purchasing a Yamaha MSR800W powered subwoofer system. The MSR800W features a bass reflex 
cabinet, with a 38 cm (15 inch) cone speaker. This powered subwoofer reproduces a high-quality and powerful 
low-range sound. Please read this Owner’s Manual thoroughly to make the best use of the MSR800W’s quality 
functions for a long period of time, and keep the manual in a safe place.

PRECAUTIONS
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE PROCEEDING 

* Please keep this manual in a safe place for future reference.

 WARNING
Always follow the basic precautions listed below to avoid the possibility of serious injury or even death from 
electrical shock, short-circuiting, damages, fire or other hazards. These precautions include, but are not limited to, 
the following:

• Only use the voltage specified as correct for the device. The required voltage 
is printed on the name plate of the device.

• Use only the included power cord.

• Do not place the power cord near heat sources such as heaters or radiators, 
and do not excessively bend or otherwise damage the cord, place heavy 
objects on it, or place it in a position where anyone could walk on, trip over, 
or roll anything over it.

• Do not open the device or attempt to disassemble the internal parts or 
modify them in any way. The device contains no user-serviceable parts. If it 
should appear to be malfunctioning, discontinue use immediately and have 
it inspected by qualified Yamaha service personnel.

• Do not expose the device to rain, use it near water or in damp or wet 
conditions, or place containers on it containing liquids which might spill 
into any openings.

• Never insert or remove an electric plug with wet hands.

• If the power cord or plug becomes frayed or damaged, or if there is a sudden 
loss of sound during use of the device, or if any unusual smells or smoke 
should appear to be caused by it, immediately turn off the power switch, 
disconnect the electric plug from the outlet, and have the device inspected by 
qualified Yamaha service personnel.

• If this device should be dropped or damaged, immediately turn off the power 
switch, disconnect the electric plug from the outlet, and have the device 
inspected by qualified Yamaha service personnel.

 CAUTION
Always follow the basic precautions listed below to avoid the possibility of physical injury to you or others, or 
damage to the device or other property. These precautions include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Remove the electric plug from the outlet when the device is not to be used for 
extended periods of time, or during electrical storms.

• When removing the electric plug from the device or an outlet, always hold 
the plug itself and not the cord. Pulling by the cord can damage it.

• If you use the metal socket on the subwoofer for mounting of a satellite 
speaker, use a pole no longer than 90cm (35.4") with an outer diameter of 
35mm (1-3/8"). Use of any other size pole may cause the device to fall, and 
result in injury or damage to the internal components.

• When transporting or moving the device, always use two or more people. 
Attempting to lift the device by yourself may damage your back, result in 
other injury, or cause damage to the device itself.

• Before moving the device, remove all connected cables.

• Do not use the device in a confined, poorly-ventilated location. If this device 
is to be used in a small space other than an EIA-standard rack, make sure 
that here is adequate space between the device and surrounding walls or 

other devices: at least 30cm at the sides, 30cm behind and 30cm above. 
Inadequate ventilation can result in overheating, possibly causing damage to 
the device(s), or even fire.

• Do not use the speaker’s handles for suspended installation. Doing so can 
result in damage or injury.

• Do not expose the device to excessive dust or vibrations, or extreme cold or 
heat (such as in direct sunlight, near a heater, or in a car during the day) to 
prevent the possibility of panel disfiguration or damage to the internal 
components.

• Do not place the device in an unstable position where it might accidentally 
fall over.

• Before connecting the device to other devices, turn off the power for all 
devices. Before turning the power on or off for all devices, set all volume 
levels to minimum.

Power supply/Power cord

Do not open

Water warning

If you notice any abnormality

Power supply/Power cord

Location

Connections

(5)-2
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device LAST, to avoid speaker damage. When turning the power off, the 
device should be turned off FIRST for the same reason.

• Do not insert your fingers or hands in any gaps or openings on the device 
(ports, etc.).

• Avoid inserting or dropping foreign objects (paper, plastic, metal, etc.) into 
any gaps or openings on the device (ports, etc.) If this happens, turn off the 
power immediately and unplug the power cord from the AC outlet. Then have 
the device inspected by qualified Yamaha service personnel.

• Do not use the device for a long period of time at a high or uncomfortable 
volume level, since this can cause permanent hearing loss. If you experience 
any hearing loss or ringing in the ears, consult a physician.

• Do not operate the device if the sound is distorting. Prolonged use in this 
condition could cause overheating and result in fire.

• Do not rest your weight on the device or place heavy objects on it, and avoid 
use excessive force on the buttons, switches or connectors.

Interference From Cell Phones
Using a cell phone near the speaker system can induce noise. If this occurs, move the cell phone further away from the speaker system.

Always turn the power off when the device is not in use. 

The performance of components with moving contacts, such as switches, volume controls, and connectors, deteriorates over time. Consult qualified Yamaha service 
personnel about replacing defective components.

* Illustrations in this manual are for explanatory purposes only, and may not match the actual appearance of the product during operation.

* Company names and product names used in this Owner’s Manual are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners.

Specifications and descriptions in this owner’s manual are for information purposes only. Yamaha Corp. reserves the right to change or modify products or specifications 
at any time without prior notice. Since specifications, equipment or options may not be the same in every locale, please check with your Yamaha dealer.

European Models
Purchaser/User Information specified in EN55103-1 and EN55103-2.
Inrush Current: 26 A
Conforms to Environments: E1, E2, E3 and E4

Handling caution

XLR-type connectors are wired as follows (IEC60268 standard): pin 1: ground, pin 2: hot (+), and pin 3: cold (-).

Yamaha cannot be held responsible for damage caused by improper use or modifications to the device.
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Rear panel

1 POWER switch
This switch turns the power to the MSR800W on and 
off. When this switch is turned on, the green power 
indicator (7) lights up.

2 AC IN connector
Connect the included power cord here. First, connect 
the power cord to the MSR800W, then insert the 
power cord plug into the AC outlet.

3 INPUT/THRU jacks A and B
These are XLR-type balanced jacks. Two different 
signals can be input at these INPUT jacks. If two sig-
nals are input at the same time, they are mixed before 
being sent to the subwoofer. They are connected in 
parallel for A and B signals independently, and either 
one of the jacks can also be used as an output jack.

4 OUTPUT HIGH PASS jacks A and B
These are XLR-type balanced output jacks. Connect 
these jacks to the main speakers to cut the range below 
100 Hz of signals input from INPUT jacks A and B 
and route them to the main speakers.

5 PHASE switch
This switch enables you to select a phase. You will 
usually set this switch to “NORM”. However, the 
“REV” setting may improve low-range sounds, 
depending on the type and location of the entire 
speaker system. Try both settings and select the one 
with a better-sounding low-range output.

NOTE: If you connect the output jacks to the MSR400 
powered speaker, we recommend to set this 
PHASE switch (5) as follows:

- Set the PHASE switch (5) to “REV” when the 
signal is output from the INPUT/THRU A, B 
jacks.

- Set the PHASE switch (5) to “NORM” when 
the signal is output from the OUTPUT HIGH 
PASS A, B jacks.

6 PEAK/LIMIT indicator
This indicator lights up red if the output level is too 
high. In this case, lower the level using the LEVEL 
control (8) or lower the input level. 

7 POWER indicator
This indicator lights up green when you turn the 
POWER switch (1) ON.

8 LEVEL control
This control enables you to adjust the sound volume 
level. The maximum level is at the scale setting of 10, 
and the minimum level is at the scale setting of 0. If 
the level is too high, the PEAK/LIMIT indicator (6) 
lights up red. In this case, lower the level.

9 CUTOFF FREQ. control
This control enables you to adjust the cutoff frequency 
in the range of 80 through 100 Hz depending on the 
speakers you are using with the MSR800W and your 
personal preferences.

5

6

7

9

8

4

2

1

3



6

E
N

G
LI

S
H

Connection Examples

Using two MSR800Ws

Using a single MSR800W
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Specifications

■ General specifications
Type.................................................................... Powered Subwoofer
Speaker Unit ...................................................... 38 cm cone (8 

 

Ω)
Frequency Range............................................... 40–120 Hz (–10 dB)
Maximum Output Level ...................................... 122 dB (1 m on Axis)
Dimensiones (W 

 

× H 

 

× D) .................................. 600 

 

× 521 

 

× 590 mm
Weight ................................................................ 45 kg
Finish ................................................................. Black Sprayed
Installation pole diameter ................................... 35 mm (1.375")
Included Accessories ......................................... Power cord 2.5 m (AC inlet type), Owner’s Manual

■ Amp. unit
Maximum Output Power..................................... 500 W at 100 Hz, THD=1%, RL=8 

 

Ω
800 W at 100 Hz, 20 ms nonclip RL=8 

 

Ω
Input Sensitivity/Impedance ............................... +4 dB/30 k

 

Ω (channels A and B)
Controls.............................................................. LEVEL Control

CUTOFF FREQ. Control: 80–100 Hz (Variable)
PHASE Switch : (NORM/REV)
POWER Switch : ON/OFF

Connectors......................................................... INPUT/THRU A, B (XLR-3-31 and XLR-3-32 Parallel),
OUTPUT HIGH PASS A, B (XLR-3-32)

Indicators ........................................................... POWER Indicator : Green LED
PEAK/LIMIT Indicator : Red LED

Power Consumption ........................................... 200 W

★ 0 dB = 0.775 V

Dimensions

600

52
1

590

Unit : mm
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Block Diagram

Performance graph

Standard frequency response
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